English 112 Essay 1: Literary Analysis 

Topic:  
Each work of literature engages us in a discussion about life and human nature.  It presents ideas about how to live life, and through the characters we can explore those choices without necessarily having to live that life ourselves.

For this essay you will construct a 4-6 page argumentative literary analysis essay on one of the short stories found linked to the end of this document.  Investigate at least three of the elements of short fiction (character, symbolism, diction [including figurative language and tone], point of view, setting [including imagery], or structure) and how those elements relate to the overall theme (central idea advanced by a literary work, pertaining to some insight to the human condition) of the short story. Remember that literary analysis is argumentative writing. 

Your thesis statement for this essay should be an IDEA about life or human nature that the story illustrates, and your body paragraphs will persuade us that your idea is correct by explaining how the work of literature makes this point. You will use evidence from the story as well as ideas gained from research to support your claim.  

You will practice your knowledge of MLA format in this essay. The essay must include at least four direct quotations from the story, which must be correctly formatted using MLA-style parenthetical citation for the page numbers. 

You will also need to include a Works Cited page since you are using outside sources. Refer to your Little Seagull Handbook “MLA Style” section and/or the Purdue OWL website for details on citing sources.

Sources: For this paper your sources will include one short story from the list at the end of this document and at least 3 outside sources from either the online databases (accessible through the library website) or the physical literary resources available in the reference section of any library.  At least two of the resources must contain a discussion of the chosen story. At least one resource must explore your chosen theme (outside of the short story).  Look at the LibGuides for more information about the sources available in the DTCC library.  Many, if not all, of these sources are also available at public libraries and libraries of other colleges and universities.  You may not use other websites or print sources outside of the library resources.
 
Purpose: The purpose of this essay is to practice skills in analyzing short stories and supporting your ideas with specific examples from the text.  You will also review the MLA format.

Audience: As usual, your audience for this assignment is your instructor and your classmates.  While we will all be familiar with the story you are writing about, you must still explain clearly the portions of the story you refer to without giving plot summary.  For information on avoiding plot summary, see Purdue’s OWL website regarding writing about fiction.

Structure:
Introduction: 
In your introduction, you want to provide an engaging opening statement and clearly state your thesis, which is the primary claim that you are making in your analysis. Avoid personal process statements in the introduction; for example, do not state, “In this essay, I am going to prove that…” Remember that you are striving to engage the reader, so be creative! Make your audience want to read! 


Body Paragraphs: 
Your introduction should be followed by body paragraphs. Each body paragraph will be lead by a topic sentence (your secondary claims), and this will be followed by supporting details and examples, your evidence. Keep in mind that it may take you more than one paragraph to effectively support a topic sentence. Your evidence should be primarily derived from the short story itself and your personal understandings. Use your sources to back up your ideas and/or to offer opposing views that you might refute. Be sure to differentiate between critical comments and plot summary/details in the body of your essay.

Refutation: 
Within the body paragraphs, be sure to reserve some appropriate space to include potential refutations to your argument. This means you should acknowledge and respond to possible opposing viewpoints to your primary and secondary claims. You can include this discussion after presenting all of your main points, before concluding the essay. Or you can anticipate possible objections on a point-by-point basis throughout the essay.

Conclusion: 
Your conclusion should reiterate how your discussion in the paper relates to the overall theme of the short story. Like the introduction, you want to “pack a punch” in this section of the paper, so the reader leaves your writing with a lucid understanding of the purpose and meaningfulness of your work.

Creative Title: 
It is not usually until the end of writing an essay that a brilliant idea for the essay title pops into our minds, and it most often happens when we are doing something mundane, like making our morning coffee. Every essay must have a title, and you want to strive to make it meaningful in some way. This should be one of the last things you focus on, but do put some energy into creating a unique title for your analysis. You should not use the title of the literary work as your title.

Evaluation:
I will look to see how thoroughly you analyze the story and outline relationships between the story and its theme. Organize your ideas in a logical progression, reinforce them with supporting textual evidence, and connect them using smooth transitions. Your writing must be clear, concise, and grammatically correct. Your project will also need to meet the standard expectations of good academic writing. Your purpose and focus will need to be clear and well explained. You will need to provide your reader with sufficient detail and textual evidence throughout your analysis. Finally, your prose will need to be well written both stylistically and grammatically.

Each paper will receive a letter grade based on focus, development, organization, style, and grammar/mechanics. 

You are required to submit your paper to Turnitin.com via Sakai.  There are no re-writes in this class.  Because the process approach to writing is based on revising BEFORE turning in papers for grades, rewrite BEFORE your paper is graded.  It is your responsibility to come to me if you have problems or questions before you turn in the paper for a final grade.












Grading:  Final draft = 10% of your final grade

A Paper	Clearly defines the theme and persuasively helps the reader to understand how different aspects of the work of literature reveal this theme.

	Makes effective use of summary, paraphrase, quotations, and explanations, and evidence from research to prove the idea about theme.  Quotations are gracefully introduced, correctly cited, and documented on a correctly formatted works cited page.

	Develops ideas with effective and clear organization.  The introductory paragraph is well developed, captures the reader’s interest, introduces the title and author, and ends with a clear thesis statement.  Body paragraphs begin with topic sentences that are IDEAS (not plot summary).  The conclusion is well developed.  It begins with a restatement of the thesis statement and then helps readers understand the relevance or significance of the poem’s theme in their own lives or world.

		Remains free of grammar, spelling, and punctuation errors. 

B Paper	Accomplishes all of requirements of an A paper to a lesser extent.

C Paper	Has one or more of the following problems:

Theme is not clearly defined or the essay fails to persuade the reader how aspects of the work of literature reveal this theme.

	Lacks sufficient specific examples (summary, paraphrase, quotation or explanation) to prove the thesis.  Fails to use three secondary sources or to use them in order to develop an idea about the story’s theme.  Quotations are not introduced, correctly cited or documented correctly on the works cited page.

	Organization is weak or ineffective.  Introduction is not well developed, fails to introduce author and title, or lacks a clear thesis statement.  Body paragraphs lack topic sentences that are ideas.  Conclusion lacks development.

		Contains many grammar, spelling, or punctuation errors.

Please choose from the following stories for this essay
"The Lesson" by Toni Cade Bambara
"The Things they Carried" by Tim O'Brien Note: This link contains three stories. "The Things They Carried is the first one"
"A Jury of Her Peers" by Susan Glaspell
"The Lottery" by Shirley Jackson
